

MENOMONIE AIRPORT COMMISSION
November 16, 2011
The Menomonie Airport Commission was called to order by Chairman Dan Johnson at 7:00PM on Wednesday, November 16, 2011 at the Airport Terminal.  Other Commission members present included Robert Walker, Ron Reik, Bruce M. Trimble and Arvin Solsaa.  Also in attendance were Tim Ward, Lowell Prange and Randy Eide plus several members of the public.  

A motion was made by Walter, seconded by Solsaa, to approve the October 18, 2011 minutes.  Motion carried.

The only New Business item for the Commission to address was the review of Airport Manager and Fixed Base Operator proposals.  Eight proposals were received.

Commission members discussed the pros and cons associated with the possibility of moving to a manager only operation at the Airport since only three of the proposals included a mechanic.  

After a good deal of discussion several motions were made to reduce the number of proposals being considered.  A motion was made by Walter, seconded by Trimble, to remove the Mark Wolf proposal from consideration.  Motion carried.  A motion was made by Reik, seconded by Trimble, to further consider the Darrel Gibson proposal.  Motion carried.  A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Reik, to remove the Thomas Bauer proposal from consideration.  Motion carried.  A motion was made by Trimble, seconded by Johnson to remove the Louis Paffel and the Eugene Schuh proposals from consideration.  Motion carried.  A motion was made by Reik, seconded by Walter, to remove the Thomas Kelly proposal from consideration.  Motion carried.
A motion was made by Solsaa, seconded by Walter, to continue to review the Ron Brown, Darrel Gibson and Steve Jackson proposals.  Motion carried.

Chairman Johnson specifically requested the remaining candidates address the following issues:  (1) Public salesmanship, (2) Public face of the airport and associated cost, (3) Housekeeping of the terminal, (4) Airport Manager Tasks, and (5) How aircraft maintenance will be handled.

The Commission elected to hold interviews of the top three candidates on November 30th at the Airport Terminal beginning at 6:00PM.  

Under the Manager’s Report Tim Ward updated the Commission on the status of the lights.  Recently two marker lights on the north/south runway were damaged but it was clear how the lights were damaged and Ward felt the damage was not caused by glider operations.  Trimble felt glider operations caused the damage.  Eide informed the Commission that the marker light damage did not cause the recent runway light outage at the Airport.  Ward explained the electricians brought the east/west runway lights back up by changing controllers and turning off the north/south runway lights.  Parts are on order for the north/south runway controller.  

Ward notified the Commission that he was getting indications of .088-inches of water in one of the fuel tanks.  Ward will notify Northwest Petroleum to investigate.
Ward recommended the Commission invest in a fuel ladder in the near future.

Trimble expressed a concern with the safety of glider operations on the airport and the need to continue glider operations at Menomonie Municipal Airport.  

Johnson requested a diagram of the future hangar options and the status of the Runway Lighting Improvement project be added to the next regularly scheduled Commission Meeting.

A motion was made by Walter, seconded by Johnson to adjourn.  Motion carried.

Next special meeting of the Airport Commission will be 6:00PM on November 30th at the Airport Terminal to further review the final three Airport Manager/FBO proposals.
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Airport Commission is scheduled for Wednesday, December 14th, at 7:00PM at the Airport Terminal.

Respectfully submitted,

Randy D. Eide,
Recording Secretary


