
Minutes of the 

 

MENOMONIE POLICE AND FIRE COMMISSION 

 

August 10, 2011 
 

 

Shortly after 1 p.m. on August 10, 2011, the Menomonie Police and Fire Commission met.  In 

attendance were Commissioners Jim Ley, Thomas Mangin, Jan Pierce, and Ron Sandfort.  

Commissioner Bob Peterson was absent, excused by the Chair due to a funeral.   

 

Chair Sandfort read the minutes of the July 20, 2011, meeting.  Said minutes were approved by 

the PFC following a motion of Jim Ley, seconded by Tom Mangin.   

 

The Commission then heard testimony from Chief Baus regarding his recommendation that 

Firefighter Michael Dopkins be terminated due to Firefighter Dopkins’ failure to establish 

residency in the City.  After taking testimony, the Commission approved the attached decision 

incorporating Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Decision.  The decision was approved 

by the PFC on a 4-0 vote following a motion by Jan Pierce, seconded by Tom Mangin.   

 

The Commission then considered the issue of Firefighter Dopkins’ application for 

unemployment compensation benefits.  The Commission instructed Chief Baus to challenge any 

such application for unemployment compensation benefits on the basis that Firefighter Dopkins 

was aware of the City’s residency requirement when he applied for a position with the City, was 

aware of the residency requirement when he accepted employment with the City, was aware of 

the City’s residency requirement when he requested and was granted two extensions of time to 

become a resident.  Therefore, he willfully and wantonly violated the City’s residency 

requirement as established in Article 32 of the collective bargaining agreement and his actions 

constitute misconduct.   

 

A motion was made by Jim Ley, seconded by Jan Pierce, and approved 4-0 to challenge any 

application for unemployment compensation benefits. 
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