
































































The SHIELD Ordinance: Menomonie’s 
Proactive Rental Inspection Program

GrassRoots Organizing Western Wisconsin



Current Housing Situation
● Housing a key issue in Menomonie

● Quantity, affordability, and quality are lacking and all important

● In months of listening, we heard numerous stories from renters 
about poor conditions, so that is our current focus



Experiences…
• Thom

• Emi

• Megan 



The take-away
● Health & safety is consistently an issue

● Menomonie has a lot of rentals
○ 3,640 rentals to 1,463 owner-occupied w/ mortgage

(City of Menomonie Housing Affordability Analysis, Permit Year 2022)

● Housing is the foundation for everything else - work, study, and play

● Menomonie needs better housing to support a vibrant culture and 
healthy economy



Improved housing helps everyone

Joe Plouff

Adam Accola



Why an ordinance?

● Gives the city the power it needs to help improve conditions within 
the confines of state law (Act 317)

● Ordinances are more long term than a policy

● Enforcement is important tool, more cost effective than incentives

Dunn County Housing Needs 
Assessment, 2023 (pg. 11 and 106) 



Our model…
● Racine and Eau Claire 

have passed ordinances 
that work within Act 317 
and have improved 
conditions

● Eau Claire has not seen 
an increase in rental 
rates

● Racine has 6,490 units; 
has inspected 1,569 
since mid/late 2022



Menomonie SHIELD
● Proactive Rental Inspections

● Rent Escrow Program

● Anti-Retaliation Protections

● Voluntary Landlord Certification

Safe Housing, Inspections, Enforcement, and Landlord Development



Menomonie SHIELD
● Proactive Rental Inspections

• NSEDs (neighborhood stabilization and enhancement districts) 

to be identified by the city based on statute 

• Education (inspection processes and tenant rights)

• Yearly inspections; tenants must consent

• If property passes inspection, waived for 5 years

Safe Housing, Inspections, Enforcement, and Landlord Development



Menomonie SHIELD
Escrow Deposit Program

• Applies when habitability violations confirmed by inspector, 
tenants not under a termination notice

• Landlords can appeal and avoid rent going to escrow if they can 
prove the tenant caused the issue

• Tenants apply and then pay rent to escrow account until violation 
is corrected

• Landlords receive back rent after correcting the problem 

Safe Housing, Inspections, Enforcement, and Landlord Development



Menomonie SHIELD
● Retaliation Protections

• Restates current WI law against retaliation

• Retaliation assumed if actions happen within 6 months of a 

complaint or inspection request

• Landlord can show actions based on good cause—does not 

prohibit evictions with cause

• Prohibits discriminatory housing practices 

Safe Housing, Inspections, Enforcement, and Landlord Development



Menomonie SHIELD

Nuisance properties
• Expands “public nuisance” to include violations of building, fire, 

public health, or zoning codes
• Owners and residents responsible for correcting
• Code enforcement officers can deem properties a “chronic 

nuisance” and require remediation

Safe Housing, Inspections, Enforcement, and Landlord Development



Menomonie SHIELD

● Voluntary Landlord Certification (WI Statute 66.0104(2)(e)4)

● Rewards landlords and property managers in good standing

● Open to all residential rental owners within Menomonie (not just 

those in NSED)

● Potential benefits: certificate, public directory, discount or waiver of 

fees, revolving loan fund for repairs 

Safe Housing, Inspections, Enforcement, and Landlord Development



Questions?
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